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The Office of Research on Women’s Health (ORWH) of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) annually convenes the Vivian Pinn Symposium (VPS), its signature 
event, which honors the first full-time director of the office, Dr. Vivian Pinn, in 
recognition of National Women’s Health Week. The event is held publicly to 
communicate broadly about sex and gender influences on health and diseases, to 
disseminate research on the health of women, and to highlight pressing issues in 
women’s health. The topic for the 2021 Symposium is “Integrating Sex and Gender 
into Biomedical Research as a Path for Better Science and Innovation.” 

Historically, biomedical research has focused on the study of men with 
predominantly male clinical trial participants and preclinical animal subjects. 
This has contributed to the generation of study findings that are not necessarily 
generalizable to women and an incomplete scientific knowledge base. In addition, 
many opportunities to maximize returns on investments in biomedical research 
are missed, limiting innovation and compromising assurance of broad benefit. 
Consequently, in 2016, the NIH launched a new policy requiring researchers to 
account for Sex As a Biological Variable (SABV) in study designs, analyses, and 
reporting of vertebrate animal and human studies. 

Sex- and gender-aware research is critical to the conduct of rigorous, replicable, and transparent science; to research 
integrity; to maximizing returns on investment in research; and to advancing women’s health and personalized medicine 
and care. Despite progress in advancing the concept of SABV, the consideration of sex and gender influences on health 
is inconsistently applied in the scientific community. Biomedical research achieves its greatest potential when sex and 
gender considerations are integrated throughout the enterprise in an end-to-end manner, from laboratory and preclinical 
investigations, through translational studies and clinical care leading to better science and innovation. Optimal integration 
via engagement across the biomedical ecosystem spanning researchers, public and private funders, businesses, pharma, 
institutions, publishers, scientific societies, policymakers, and the public has the power to catalyze innovation and drive 
progress toward a healthier future for everyone. 

Fifth Annual Vivian Pinn Symposium: Integrating Sex and Gender Into 
Biomedical Research as a Path for Better Science and Innovation

The 2021 Symposium 

The upcoming Fifth Vivian Pinn Symposium, scheduled for 
May 11 – 12, 2021, will serve as a forum to communicate and 
disseminate broadly across the biomedical research enterprise 
about how sex and gender influences are being accounted for 
within research. The Symposium will explore current gaps or 
barriers within different sectors of the biomedical research 
enterprise, introduce areas of scientific opportunity that the 
study of sex and gender presents, and underscore its impact on 
science and public health, particularly women’s health.

The agenda will include panels, presentations, talks, and 
facilitated discussions on cross-sector integration of sex and 
gender in biomedical research. Breakout sessions will be used to 
generate ideas on the most effective strategies and system-wide 
solutions to integrate sex and gender throughout the research 

Event Details:

• Who: Office of Research on Women’s

Health

• When: May 11-12, 2021

• Where: Virtual

• Why: To communicate broadly about

sex and gender influences on health

and diseases, disseminate research

on health of women, and to highlight

pressing issues in women’s health

research

Vivian Pinn, MD and ORWH Director Janine Clayton, MD 
attend the 4th Annual Vivian Pinn Symposium



The Foundation for the National Institutes of Health (FNIH) forges powerful alliances that advance breakthrough biomedical discoveries and improve the 
quality of people’s lives. As a 501(c)(3) charity chartered by Congress, the FNIH creates and manages these partnerships with public and private institutions in 
support of the mission of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the world’s premier medical research agency. Convening otherwise diverse or competitive re-
search efforts around a common mission, the FNIH brings dynamism, energy and urgency to finding treatments and cures for patients. Visit https://fnih.org/.

ecosystem and to facilitate discussions among different stakeholders to garner diverse 
perspectives within the research enterprise.  The goals of the Symposium are to:

• Create bridges to work across silos within the scientific enterprise to build an 
interconnected network that includes diverse stakeholders;  

• Characterize issues related to the health of women and explore women’s health 
research and public health opportunities from a multidimensional perspective to 
advance the integration of sex and gender considerations via trans-disciplinary 
approaches; and 

• Develop strategies to achieve the integration of sex and gender considerations 
throughout the biomedical research ecosystem.

Priorities identified and strategies developed during the Symposium to help advance 
women’s health research and integrate sex and gender into research will be published 
in a white paper or report.  These findings will then inform a consensus conference 
to be held in conjunction with the NIH Advisory Committee on Research on Women’s 
Health (ACRWH). 

Opportunities for Involvement 

SPONSORSHIP 
LEVEL

AMOUNT BENEFITS

Platinum Sponsorship $50,000 • Logo inclusion on sponsor banner on virtual event main page
• Logo inclusion on recognition slide displayed during event 

(prime placement)
• Logo inclusion on digital collateral such as event agenda
• Logo inclusion on relevant pre- and post-event communications
• Logo inclusion and general company information on dedicated sponsor 

display page in virtual platform
• Dedicated social media mention via an FNIH channel e.g. Twitter, 

LinkedIn, or Facebook
• Logo Inclusion and full page spotlight in the program booklet

Gold Sponsorship $25,000 • Logo inclusion on sponsor banner on virtual event main page
• Logo inclusion on recognition slide displayed during event (tiered 

placement)
• Logo inclusion and general company information on dedicated sponsor 

page in virtual platform
• Social media mention via an FNIH channel e.g. Twitter, LinkedIn or 

Facebook
• Logo inclusion and half page spotlight in the program booklet

Silver Sponsorship $10,000 • Logo inclusion on sponsor banner on virtual event main page
• Logo inclusion on rotating sponsor recognition slide displayed during 

event welcome and breaks (tiered placement)
• Logo inclusion and quarter page spotlight in the program booklet

Bronze Sponsorship $5,000 • Logo inclusion on sponsor banner on virtual event main page
• Logo inclusion in the program booklet

The FNIH aims to secure funding commitments for the Vivian Pinn Symposium by April 30, 2021. 

For more information regarding 
sponsorship, please contact: 

 Joanne Morse  
Senior Development Officer

 (301) 827-7364
 jmorse@fnih.org

 PICTURE A WORLD IN WHICH 
EVERY WOMAN RECEIVES 
EVIDENCE-BASED DISEASE 
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT 
TAILORED TO HER OWN NEEDS, 
C IRCUMSTANCES, AND GOALS; 
AND ALL WOMEN IN SCIENCE 
CAREERS REACH THEIR FULL 
POTENTIAL. THIS SYMPOSIUM 
CAN GET US THAT MUCH CLOSER.

 — JANINE CL AY TON, MD, FARVO
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