Bold new approaches are needed to tackle the
human health challenges that face the world.
Biomedical science needs to form powerful strategic
collaborations, unlock new sources of intellectual
and financial capital and adopt new research
models. The Foundation for the National Institutes
of Health is uniquely positioned to help.

Biomedical science needs to achieve more
in a resource-limited world.

Foundation for the National Institutes of Health
9650 Rockville Pike
Bethesda, MD 20814-3999

WHO WE ARE
The Foundation for the National Institutes of Health procures funding and manages alliances
with public and private institutions in support of the mission of the NIH, the premier medical
research agency. The Foundation, also known as the FNIH, works with its partners to accelerate
biomedical research and strategies to fight against diseases in the United States and across the
world. The FNIH organizes and administers research projects; supports education and training
of new researchers; organizes educational events and symposia; and administers a series of
funds supporting a wide range of health issues. Established by Congress in 1996, the FNIH is a
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charitable organization. For additional information about the FNIH,
please visit www.fnih.org.
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We know how:

To engage & motivate people
around a common cause.

We know how:

To channel resources for the
greatest impact.

We know how:

To harness transformative ideas.

We know how:

To shape the future.

FOSTERING COLLABORATION

FOCUSING RESOURCES

FORGING NEW PATHWAYS

SEEING WHAT’S NEEDED

The Foundation for the National Institutes of Health (FNIH) knows how to align
organizations—even competing ones—around a common cause. It starts with the
ability to draw the right partners into an initiative—people and organizations with
diverse knowledge, abilities and viewpoints. It means placing partners in a neutral
environment where trust and the exchange of new ideas can thrive. The FNIH has
created hundreds of cross-discipline partnerships whose initiatives have generated
new ideas, overcome obstacles and achieved groundbreaking research results.

The FNIH team has the know-how to evaluate initiatives without bias—
defining requirements for success, determining how to obtain the necessary
funds and expertise and directing resources when and where they are
needed most. As a proven fundraiser, the FNIH has the ability to support
initiatives largely raised from private funds. To date, the FNIH has raised more
than $80 for every dollar of NIH funding.

The FNIH and its partners have successfully generated and implemented
new research models that are lowering the cost and accelerating the progress
of biomedical research. Expert at leading innovation, FNIH knows how to
stimulate practical, unconventional thinking to overcome challenges. A number
of FNIH-developed models remain gold standards for how academic, industry
and government partners can confront serious diseases.

Because of the FNIH’s daily exposure to scientists, business leaders, donors
and physicians—and advocates who represent patients—the FNIH is at the
confluence of new ideas. This affords us a unique perspective, one that
empowers the FNIH to envision critical needs and build a path forward that
incorporates many different viewpoints. The Foundation for the NIH is helping
biomedical science achieve a more certain future for human health.

UNLOCKING FINANCIAL CAPITAL

MANAGING FOR IMPACT

OPENING INNOVATION

INCUBATING NEW MODELS

LAYING GROUNDWORK

The FNIH supports a wide range of biomedical
projects—from $1,000 patient-care initiatives
to multi-million-dollar global research programs.
Beyond research, the FNIH raises funds for
symposia, exhibits, fellowships and training.
In addition, the FNIH undertakes a variety of
other projects such as supporting the Edmond
J. Safra Family Lodge, a facility that provides
temporary housing for the families of patients
receiving care at the NIH Clinical Center.

The FNIH administers and supports global
research into major health threats in more than
33 countries. This work has led to advances in
the fight against mosquito-borne illnesses in the
Vector-based Control of Transmission Research
(VCTR) program and progress in the
understanding of the effects of enteric
(intestinal) disease on malnutrition among
children in the MAL-ED Network initiative.

A decade ago, FNIH partners developed a model
for data sharing as part of the Alzheimer’s
Disease Neuroimaging Initiative (ADNI). This
model placed all the information collected by its
researchers in an online, open-access database
and image archive. The data has provided
the basis for numerous clinical trials and diseasemodeling efforts in Alzheimer’s research.

The I-SPY initiative—working to bring new
breast cancer treatments to women who are
not helped by current drugs—quickly advanced
two compounds to wider testing by developing
a new model for clinical trials—conducting
genetically targeted trials on multiple drugs
from multiple companies with the ability for
researchers to drop or graduate a drug mid-trial
based on outcomes. A similar model is being
used in trials for squamous cell lung cancer.

Every day, the FNIH takes steps to improve
human health by:

• Holding symposia and conferences to
promote innovative thinking.

• Supporting researchers whose findings are
advancing biomedical science.

• Broadly sharing data developed in
partnerships to spawn further discovery.

• Providing funding and training for earlycareer scientists through initiatives such as
the Medical Research Scholars Program
that provides a year of intensive research
opportunities on the NIH campus for medical,
dental and veterinary students.

• Developing a broader public understanding
of biomedical science, through exhibits and

CHANGING CONVERSATIONS

ACHIEVING RESULTS

When the FNIH launched the Collaborative
Summit on Breast Cancer Research, it convened
more than 90 researchers, advocates, industry
representatives, regulators and funders for
the first time.

The FNIH Biomarkers Consortium develops
and manages partnerships that articulate
evidence-based definitions of health problems.
By building consensus for these biological
markers among drug companies, clinicians,
academic researchers and regulatory approval
agencies, new protocols for disease diagnosis
and treatment have been formulated and new,
much-needed drugs have advanced through
regulatory approval for breast cancer and for
severe drug-resistant infections.

outreach such as Genome: Unlocking Life’s Code,
an exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of Natural History.
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